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Tree surveys - condition and risk assessment

Occasionally trees can grow in defective ways or can be affected by disease and ill health 
which can lead to failure causing damage to property and serious injury and death to 
people.

The risk of tree failure is small but all landowners have ‘a duty of care’ by law to take 
reasonable care to ensure that their trees are kept in a safe and structurally sound 
condition to avoid any possible damage to people and property.

We are able to advise and carry out risk assessments on large areas and populations of 
trees in a cost effective way. We can use a variety of methods depending on the objectives 
of management from a tailor made risk assessment to the Quantitative Tree Risk 
Assessment (QTRA) system, which enables us to carry out an assessment quickly, 
efficiently and with low cost.
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Home buyers mortgage reports

Trees add significant amenity value to property as well as other ecological and 
environmental benefits. Mature trees planted in the right place are known to add significant 
monetary value to property.
However trees in the wrong place can also create problems through subsidence, directly 
impacting building structure, and may fail altogether causing extensive damage to 
property.

Many mortgage companies now ask for a tree report to ascertain the condition, safety and 
affects of any trees growing close to property. These mortgage and insurance report help 
the mortgage lenders decide if the trees are posing a risk to the value of the property. We 
can provide a detailed report to satisfy the demands of mortgage lenders and can advise 
on any work which will be required to avoid conflict with buildings.

We also provide home buyers reports which can advise new owners on the condition, 
structural safety, longevity and future management considerations that are likely to occur 
with trees situated close to buildings and other structures.
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BS5837 - Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction

As our urban landscape increases in size more pressure is placed upon trees especially 
where the developments of new and existing buildings come into close contact with them. 
Trees can enhance developments when they are carefully protected and built into them. 
When they are not however trees often go into decline and may be lost altogether due to 
poor forethought.

The Town and Country Planning Act requires that local authorities have a duty to ensure 
that adequate protection is given to existing trees on development sites and the planting of 
new trees. The National Standard Application Form (1APP) now requires a tree report to 
be submitted with all planning applications in accordance with BS5837:2012 – Trees in 
Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – recommendations.

Pre Development Survey

We can carry out a pre development survey of tree condition identifying trees that are high 
quality and are likely to be retained and trees of poor quality that are not likely to add any 
significant value to the development. This includes a constraints plan identifying areas of 
conflict between development and trees. The constraints plan will be used early on in the 
development process and will help you in your design. This will ensure that the planning 
application is likely to be accepted rather than having to be amended later on.

Arboricultural Impact Assessment

An arboricultural impact assessment is used to identify and evaluate the extent of direct 
and indirect impacts on existing trees that may arise as a result of implementation of any 
site layout proposals. This report will demonstrate reasons for retaining or removal 



proposals of trees and will be submitted to the local authority with the planning application. 
The quality of this will increase the likelihood of the planning application being approved.

Arboricultural Method Statements and Tree Protection Plan

The arboricultural method statement lays out the methodology for the implementation of 
any aspect of development that has the potential to result of loss or damage to trees. This 
is often a condition of planning permission.
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